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E Bishops of the United States at their Washington 

Conference, November, 1933, appointed a committee to 
study the problem of the immoral cinema and to make recom- 
mendations for its solution. 

It seemed practical to this Episcopal Committee to 
inaugurate a Legion of Decency which would ask its members 
to pledge themselves to stay away from all motion pictures 
that offend decency and the principles of Christian morality. 
The members of the Legion are called upon at no time to 
attend meetings or to pay dues. 

The sole purpose of the Legion is to arouse millions of 
Americans to a consciousness of the dangers of salacious and 
immoral pictures and to take action against them. 

The awakening of such a consciousness seems urgently 
necessary at this time because many apparently have lost all 
sense of discrimination between right and wrong. The 
habitual attendance at motion pictures in which scenes por- 
tray vice as the normal state of affairs; in which criminals are 
attractively presented as men and women typical of real mod- 
ern American life; in which Christian ideals are ridiculed as 
belonging to a lonely and not regretted past, has dulled the 
consciences of men and has blurred their moral perceptions. 
Children especially who frequent such motion pictures are ex- 
posed to the grave danger of being enticed to the broad road 
of vice. To hold steadfast to the path of virtue, to be guided 


1Other Statements and Pastorals by the Cardinals and Bishops of 
the United States were printed in the issue of August 8, 1934. 
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by the instructions of parents and the counsel of teachers, to 
follow the discipline inculcated by religion and to be true to 
the training of school and home cannot be expected of chil- 
dren who get the impression from the immoral pictures that 
all this is not the reality of life, is not progressive, is not mod- 
ern, and is not American. All who have at heart the com- 
mon good of country and church should first realize how ex- 
tremely dangerous the immoral picture is for children, and 
secondly, they should strive to make others conscious of this 
danger. 

It is very heartening to realize that an awakening is tak- 
ing place. From all sections of the country, from all groups 
—Protestant, Jew, and those affiliated with no organized re- 
ligion, and from countless Catholics—comes the word that 
the movement against the immoral cinema was too long de- 
layed. It has not been possible to acknowledge all the com- 
munications expressing this thought which were sent to the 
members of the Episcopal Committee. All groups now re- 
gard the movement as very natural and impressively neces- 
sary, whereas yesterday too little thought was given to the 
indecent film as an intolerable nuisance and a shameful and 
destructive influence in American life. 

But yesterday the public seemed to take for granted that 
the Producers of evil motion pictures were securely en- 
trenched, that nothing could be done to prevent them from 
continuing their nefarious work of inculcating a wrong phi- 
losophy of life and of sapping, whether intentionally or not, 
the very foundations of religion. Today there is a change 
of heart on the part of the people. They recognize the neces- 
sity of forming public opinion against the evil cinema. The 
people are beginning now to see clearly that the Producers 
have a duty to the public. The very least responsibility 
imposed upon the Producers is that they should not degrade 
men and pervert their minds and hearts, and especially that 
they should not debauch the youth of the nation. The motion 
pictures teach our children more vividly and leave more last- 
ing impressions than the schools. When they assume the rdle 
of teacher, they have no more right to justify adultery or to 
promote a sex mania than they would have to defend arson, 
theft, the confiscation of all private property, or murder. No 
plea of furnishing amusement or of portraying what they con- 
sider real life can justify the dissemination of such ideas. 
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The tragic thing about the Producers of the salacious film 
is that they seem to have set aside the permanent code of the 
Ten Commandments which binds every human being. They 
seem to have no fixed moral standards; they do not seem to 
be able to distinguish between what is moral and immoral. 
They seem to view the whole question of morality as a mat- 
ter of taste or convention. At present they recognize that 
they have offended, but they do not seem to know why or 
how. 

One hears that they resent the fact that the Church and 
decent people, regardless of creed, are interfering with their 
business, which is to furnish amusement to the public and to 
make money on their work. It is said that the Producers 
furnish the kind of amusement the people want. The public 
is now giving some proof that it is insulted by the out- 
rageous assumption that it wants in many pictures salacious 
scenes or indecent lines which in common parlance is termed 
immoral “wise cracking,” and that it wants other pictures 
which are quite immoral. Granted that in every community 
there are individuals who want the salacious film, it must be 
remembered that this depraved taste was in a large measure 
developed by the immoral cinema. It is a strange justifica- 
tion for the evil cinema that it must cater to the depraved 
tastes of men for whose degradation it is itself largely re- 
sponsible. 

There was held recently a meeting of the Episcopal Com- 
mittee on Motion Pictures at which the four Bishops ap- 
pointed by the Washington Conference were present. This 
meeting was called merely to perfect the organization of 
the Legion of Decency. It was the thought of the mem- 
bers of this Committee to give no publicity whatever to the 
meeting. But the resourceful press of the country became 
aware of it and the news that a conference was to be held - 
was broadcast. 

The Episcopal Committee learned that there was a serious 
dropping off in attendance at motion picture theaters. A 
loyal Catholic people as well as many other groups of dif- 
ferent religious beliefs, convinced of the urgent necessity of 
a clean and wholesome screen, are registering their protest 
by staying away from theaters. This has been done not to 
destroy an industtry, nor to ruin the business of exhibitors, 
nor to lesson opportunities for wholesome amusement, but, 
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in the interest of the general good of society, to secure the 
assurance that only clean pictures would in the future be 
exhibited. 

The curtailment of attendance prompted the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers and Exhibitors, representing about 90 per cent 
of the pictures produced or shown, to request that their rep- 
resentatives be heard at the conference of the Bishops. Two 
delegates submitted proposals which gave assurances of a re- 
vision of the industry’s plan of self-regulation. The princi- 
pal point under consideration had to do with the Code of 
Morals voluntarily signed by most of the Producers in 1930. 
The weakest provision of this Code was for a jury in Holly- 
wood to which the producer could appeal from the censor. 
The members of this jury were selected from competitive 
companies. Their decision was in nearly every instance in 
favor of their competitor and against the censor. At the 
Cincinnati meeting on 20-21 June, the Episcopal Commit- 
tee was assured that henceforth the jury would be in New 
York and that its members would consist of the Presidents 
of the Motion Picture Producers and Distributors of America. 

The Bishops were pleased to learn of this change. They 
expressed the hope that this new provision would mean that 
the industry at last had recognized its tremendous respon- 
sibility to the American public. But mindful of the broken 
promises of the past, the Bishops did not overestimate the 
value of the new assurances given. 

The struggle, therefore, is not over. Public opinion must 
now be aroused and sustained everywhere as the strongest 
barrier against the immoral cinema. Public opinion, if 
governed by good sense and relentless in its opposition to the 
evil motion picture, has many advantages over censorship 
that may be politically controlled or corrupted or may 

' become utterly indifferent to the commonweal. It must 
not be forgotten that the Hollywood jury failed to recog- 
nize its responsibility to the public and did not discharge 
its duty in the interest of the people. It is to be hoped that 
the cinema court of appeals in New York will be a thor- 
oughly responsible body and will merit the confidence of the 
American people. Time will tell. Unfailing vigilance is 
necessary. It will enable us to record the actions of the 
New York executives constituting the new jury. 

The Episcopal Committee is convinced that the Legion 
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of Decency should be extended to every city and town of 
the United States. Great encouragement has already been 
given. The four Cardinals of our country have expressed 
their strong disapproval of the immoral cinema. The greater 
number of our Bishops have either organized the Legion 
of Decency or are preparing for its organization after the 
opening of schools in September. Non-Catholic groups in 
every section, men of every profession, have spoken words 
of encouragement and have expressed their wish to codperate. 

The Episcopal Committee, at its recent conference, 
‘reached two decisions that seemed important. First, some 
members of a National Committee of priests were selected 
to help the Bishops in their work. Secondly, a Council of 
the Legion of Decency was approved. This Council will be 
both national and local. The work of the National Council 
will be studied and its functions announced at a later date. 
The Local Council will depend entirely on the Ordinary. Its 
designation would be as follows: Chicago Council Legion 
of Decency, or Pittsburgh Council Legion of Decency, etc. 
The recommendation is made to Bishops that a small coun- 
cil of the Legion of Decency—say from six to twelve mem- 
bers—be formed in a diocese where the Bishop approves. 
The members of this council would be appointed by each 
Bishop for his jurisdiction. Its functions will also depend 
on local conditions and will vary according to the plan of 
organization approved by the Ordinary of each diocese. 
Some Bishops may think it well to have only laymen or 
laywomen on the council; others may wish a mixed body of 
priests and lay persons. It may be thought well to have 
a priest director for each local council. Chicago has been 
the first diocese to organize the Council of the Legion of 
Decency. 

There are many problems about the evil cinema. No 
attempt can be made here to give even a brief mention of 
all of them. The following seem to be uppermost in the 
minds of those who have written to the members of the 
Episcopal Committee. 

1. The question most frequently asked is: What is to be 
done about Lists of Pictures? Shall we have Recommended, 
Non-Recommended, and Border-line Lists? Ii they are to 
be published, how much in advance of the showing of pic- 
tures can we have such lists? Bishops, priests, and lay- 
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men who have given much thought to this question are 
convinced that lists should not be published with the ap- 
proval either of bishops or priests, for the simple reason 
that approbation would have to be given by them on the 
authority of others. It is a matter for the general conference 
of Bishops meeting in Washington, November, 1934, to 
recommend whether or not lists are to be published; and 
whether they are to provide for their publication or not. 
All are not in agreement, especially considering the ques- 
tion from a practical standpoint about the advisability of 
publishing black-lists. There is no doubt that the great 
anxiety of bishops and priests is to keep their people away 
from evil pictures. They have the obligation of instruct- 
ing them to avoid the proximate occasion of sin. There 
is no difficulty from the standpoint of moral principles of 
publishing black-lists. There is, however, the practical 
question: Does the black-listing of pictures bring people 
to see them in greater numbers, thereby making them more 
successful financially? The answer must be sought in the 
study of black-listed pictures and in the box office receipts. 

2. The response of the laity in the crusade against the 
filthy screen has been encouraging to the Ordinaries wherever 
the crusade has been undertaken, according to the reports 
received by the Episcopal Committee. Much is yet to be 
done through preaching because many have false con- 
sciences or have lost a sense of- delicacy of conscience 
through years of experience in viewing immoral pictures. 
We must by our unceasing preaching make clear what is 
right and what is wrong in the cinema, and our preaching 
must be confirmed by rigorous example. Two Ordinaries 
have urged all to remain away from the motion-picture 
theater until a thorough house-cleaning has been effected 
in the industry. 

3. After 1 July, 1934, the Censor Administration in 
Hollywood will be augmented. It is to be hoped that the 
industry will be faithful to its promise—not to produce 
objectionable pictures. Even though the Producers are 
fully determined not to give the public another opportunity 
to be aroused about the salacious picture, and even as- 
suming that they are taking every measure that no such 
pictures shall be produced henceforth, some time must elapse 
before all the pictures already produced, salacious in whole 





Srey om Jt OO 


PASTORALS AND STATEMENTS 327 





or in part, can be withdrawn. All this calls for ceaseless 
vigilance, and courage and prudence that must make the 
position of the Church respected. It may be well to make 
clear that the Church is not asking for a solemn type of 
picture that gives no real amusement, and no opportunity 
for a hearty laugh. The Catholic Church, in a true sense, 
is broad and liberal, and no legitimate recreation need fear 
her opposition. 

4. The producers and distributors who through their 
delegates met the Bishops at their recent conference repre- 
sented 90 per cent of the motion picture production of the 
country. Assuming that this organized industry will keep 
its word, there is still the danger that the other 10 per 
cent of production may resort to an output that is cheap and 
immoral. If this should happen, our people will be on their 
guard to stay away from the theaters showing the films 
produced by this 10 per cent of the industry. 

5. We have in our schools over 2,500,000 children. Our 
greatest solicitude is for them. Their consciences should be 
rightly formed about the cinema. They can be organized to 
take an active part in the Legion of Decency. They can 
enlist millions of others to sustain public opinion against 
the immoral cinema. 

6. Even if the Legion of Decency accomplish its im- 
mediate purpose of purifying the screen, it would seem to 
have the further permanent purpose of keeping the people 
informed, thereby maintaining a healthy public opinion 
which may prove to the Producers the wisdom of not re- 
turning to their old ways of capitalizing on the sins and 
weakness of men. 

7. The Legion of Decency has grown to such proportions 
that there is urgent need of an executive secretary to take 
over its work at the offices of the National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference under the direction of the Bishops. 
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THE MOST REV. JOSEPH E. RITTER 
Bishop of Indianapolis 


From the Pastoral Letter dated June 6, 1934. 


OU no doubt are aware of the efforts being made by the 

bishops of the country to get rid of the indecent motion 
picture. I am sure too, you appreciate the great need for 
such a campaign. The movie is a most fascinating form of 
entertainment and attractive method of instruction. It can 
be made a power for tremendous good or a power for ruin- 
ous evil. That it is being gradually perverted is evident to 
every one and unless we call a halt, there is no telling what 
we and our people will be forced to accept from the movie 
producers. Accordingly we ask your whole-hearted coopera- 
tion in a program for our own diocese that we may unite 
with the dioceses of the country in a campaign for decency 
and Christian morality in the motion picture industry. 

I direct that every pastor and administrator preach to 
their people on one of the Sundays in the month of June. 
We here submit a plan for this instruction: 

It is not a war on movies, but a war on indecent movies. 
The campaign is a united effort of Catholics and right- 
minded people to keep our children from being debauched 
by the portrayal of immorality, vice and crime on the screen. 
It is our duty to preserve the Christian ideals of purity, the 
sanctity of the marriage bond, the home and all the founda- 
tions of Christian culture and civilization. 

The bishops of the country have definitely established 
that there is a wilful propaganda being waged to wipe out 
Christian morality through the movies. The prevalence of 
the indecent movies is evidence enough that producers have 
no regard for public decency. The bold and free portrayal 
of the sex question, crime, barnyard morality is now the rule 
—no longer the exception. Producers have done nothing to 
clean up the situation and have been heedless to the appeals 
made by right-minded people. Too many of the actors and 
actresses of the screen today are people whose private lives 
are a public disgrace and a flagrant violation of all the con- 
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ventions of decent society. We demand that teachers, par- 
ents, priests and all those in charge of educational forces be 
men and women of solid virtue and that their lives be above 
reproach. Why should be submit to a condition where a 
few producers and a colony of actors and actresses consis- 
tently ridicule morality and sane living by portraying their 
stupid roles on thousands of screens in the name of amuse- 
ment and entertainment for our people and children? Their 
doctrine is evil; their influence is destructive. 

There is only one way to make protest against the in- 
decent motion pictures effective and that is to make the 
Moving Picture Industry unprofitable until such time as it 
sees fit to clean house and reform in principle and method. 
The movie industry will not do this until we stay away from 
their productions. Their argument is that, the people want 
filth. Give the refutation to this falsehood at the box office. 
Accordingly we instruct the Reverend Pastors and Adminis- 
trators to make the request of every Catholic, adults and 
children, to sign the Pledge of Decency, to protest against 
indecent pictures and to withhold patronage. Distribute 
these pledges, enlist the cooperation of parents, Catholic 
Societies, Sodalities, in a Crusade for Decency. 

Form a committee in your parish to watch the character 
of the movies in each locality. Have these committees re- 
port to the Reverend Pastor. When reports so indicate, voice 
a protest to the distributors and exhibitors. Let our slogan 
be—Clean up the Movies for the sake of the children, for 
the sake of decency, for the sake of all that is dear to us! 

A letter will be sent by me to all the exhibitors in the 
diocese telling them of our campaign. It will be explained to 
them that our attack is not on them but that it is our only 
means of defense against the wave of indecency coming from 
that section of the amusement world. We shall also ask them 
to inform the producers of the energy and earnestness of this 
campaign. 

It is evident, dear Father, that we cannot relent or fail 
in this effort. Responsibility for failure will be solely ours 
and the reaction on us will be most undesirable. It will 
point to weakness and lack of influence over our people. We 
therefore ask you to begin promptly, pursue the task ener- 
getically and above all keep at the task until we are suc- 
cessful in accomplishing the purpose here undertaken. 
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THE MOST REV. JOSEPH F. RUMMEL 
Bishop of Omaha 
From the Pastoral Letter dated May 30, 1934. 


ERMIT me to solicit your generous aid in bringing cer- 
tain important matters to the attention of the faithful 
at the present time. In this year’s Lenten Pastoral Letter 
we referred in no uncertain terms to “the poisoned cups of 
pleasure,” which are demoralizing the social life of America. 
Special emphasis was laid upon the low standards prevailing 
in the moving picture industry, whose thirteen thousand 
theaters are scattered over the broad expanse of our country. 
City, town and rural village are daily exposed to the taint 
of “the devastating tide of vulgarity, sensual suggestion, 
crime glorification, sneering at virtue, mock hero worship, 
tinseled social unrealities and downright indecency,” which 
characterize the major portion of the current products of the 
Hollywood studios. 

In the same Pastoral letter we admonished the faithful, 
that they are in conscience bound to avoid all proximate oc- 
casions of sin and hence may not attend moving picture ex- 
hibitions, plays, cabarets, roadhouse shows, dances and other 
forms of amusement, when these are immoral, or grossly 
suggestive, or make a mockery of religion or virtue. We 
reminded parents in particular that they are in conscience 
bound to prevent their children from attending such amuse- 
ments. 

We furthermore announced the organization of a vigilance 
committee to be known as the Committee of Catholic Stand- 
ards, whose function it would be to register Catholic opinion, 
criticism and action in the matter of amusements, literature 
and all manifestations affecting our religious and moral wel- 
fare. This committee has been organized and is functioning 
under the intelligent direction of one of our diocesan priests. 
We thank its members for their generous spirit and plead 
again for loyal and close cooperation with their constructive 
program and suggestions. There are one hundred and seven- 
teen moving picture theaters within our diocesan territory, 
with a combined seating capacity of 48,772. We must exert 
a wholesome influence on them! 

The Catholic Church in America has launched an already 
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effective nationwide campaign against these evils, which are 
all too real. Many bishops and organizations have issued 
statements and initiated movements, which have created a 
new outlook of hopefulness in what seemed a discouraging 
condition. At the suggestion of the Episcopal Committee on 
Motion Pictures there is in process of formation a Legion of 
Decency, whose members protest against and condemn vile 
and unwholesome moving pictures, suggestive advertisements 
and other degrading agencies which “are corrupting public 
morals and promoting a sex mania in our land.” They also 
pledge themselves “to remain away from all motion pictures 
except those which do not offend decency and Christian 
morality.” No meetings or dues are connected with the 
Legion of Decency. Non-Catholics as well as Catholics are 
invited to sign its pledge. 

In order to give forceful efficacy in our Diocese to this 
urgently needed expression of Catholic sentiment, action and 
solidarity, we hereby direct: 

1. That in every parish, in which there is not observed a 
novena of preparation for the feast of the Sacred Heart, there 
be held a triduum, beginning June 5th and ending June 8th. 

2. The triduum shall be offered in the spirit of reparation 
and of impetration: reparation for all sin, but especially: for 
the sins caused or occasioned by improper moving pictures 
and other unwholesome forms of amusement and literature; 
impetration to invoke God’s goodness and mercy upon the 
spiritual, social and economic life of nation, State and 
diocese. 

3. Wherever possible the triduum shall be conducted in 
the evening, when most of the faithful can attend... 

4. Copies of the Pledge of the Legion of Decency shall 
be distributed at all Masses on Sunday, June 3rd... 

5. On Sunday, June 10th, the pledge shall be read and 
administered at all Masses, while the congregation stands, 
after the reading of the Gospel... . 

The psychological and practical effect of this nation- 
wide movement will undoubtedly convince Hollywood and 
the exhibitors of moving pictures throughout the country 
that our Catholic people are in earnest. We are not opposed 
to the legitimate pleasure and instruction to be derived from 
the cinema, but we do insist on getting what is clean and 
wholesome. 
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THE MOST REV. ANTHONY J. SCHULER, S.J. 
Bishop of El Paso 


From the Pastoral Letter dated June 29, 1934. 


E nationwide movement against indecent movies can be 

traced back to one short paragraph happily worded and 
very opportunely spoken by His Excellency the Apostolic 
Delegate, during the Catholic Charities Convention held in 
New York last fall. His Excellency repeated the definition 
of Catholic Action given by the Holy Father sometime be- 
fore: “Catholic Action,” he said, “is the participation of the 
laity in the apostolate of the Hierarchy.” This was followed 
by a very clear and timely application: “Catholics are called 
by God, the Pope, the bishops and priests to a united and 
vigorous campaign for the purification of the cinema, which 
has become a daily menace to morals.” And the campaign 
was on. 

A few weeks later, the Prelates of the nation held their an- 
nual meeting in Washington, and after discussing the problem 
from every angle, they pledged themselves to concerted action 
against the universal evil, and appointed a committee to work 
out all the details of the plan. The Most Rev. Bishop of Los 
Angeles, in whose Episcopal city is the main source of the 
“filthy flood that sweeps from Hollywood all over the coun- 
try,” was a member of this committee, and the first one to 
recall to our attention the flagrant immorality of a large 
percentage of recent movies, and the incalculable and irre- 
parable harm that is being done to the young now, and 
through them, to future generations. 

Bishop Cantwell’s article has been reproduced in part or 
in its entirety by all the Catholic press, and by papers and 
magazines of other denominations. The expressions of ap- 
proval and of praise were universal. We have not read or 
heard of a single dissenting voice from persons whose opinion 
deserves attention. At sight of this uniformity of thought 
and implied or clearly offered cooperation, one is tempted to 
ask, ‘Whence this?” The reply is not far to seek. In times 
of general distress and great danger God strengthens the voice 
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of reason, the passions are for the moment hushed and be- 
numbed, and the whole nature is swayed by reason alone, 
even if it be for a short time. Men, even not Christians, in 
such times think and act along Christian lines. This is what 
is happening now. 

There is a universal conviction that, as the Most Rev. 
Bishop of Portland wrote to his people: “There is no single 
agency that has done more in our time to offset the influence 
of the home, to break down the reserve of Christian modesty, 
to glorify vice and to exalt crime and the criminal, than the 
average moving picture.” Even a passing glance at the 
majority of pictures shown and at the crimes which are being 
committed, is sufficient to detect the relation existing between 
them. But we are literally staggered by the enumeration of 
crimes and methods of committing, which prisoners in jail 
state they learned at the movies. We have before us, as we 
write, a list of over thirty such lessons of easier and more 
expeditious methods of committing crimes given and learned 
at the movies. Approximately eighty per cent of the films 
produced recently offend decency, sanction crime and induce 
to it. 

There are, as far as we can see, only two ways of curing 
this evil: by convincing the producers that in the movies, 
as elsewhere, “honesty is the best policy,” and then have 
them freely change the nature of their screen products; or by 
forcing them to do so by staying away from all movies, even 
from the good ones, if they are exhibited in houses which also 
show indecent pictures. Good pictures should suffer with 
the bad, as the Archbishop of St. Louis expressed it, until 
the bad are eliminated. 

There is no hope of the producers freely purifying the 
movies. They promised in the past, and they have failed to 
keep their promise. The fact that the young are being per- 
verted does not appeal to them; that their own wives and 
mothers are insulted by the indecency of women on the screen 
has no force with them; that their own children will learn to 
wallow in moral filth does not move them. Thus far the only 
thing which has been found to move them is the dwindling of 
returns at the box office. This can be accomplished if people 
who are conscious of the harm done by indecent movies 
and of their duty and ability to compel a change will stay 
away from theaters which produce good and bad pictures, 
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until such time as the managements discard alt filthy pictures. 

This entails sacrifice and sustained effort on our part, but 
this effort and this sacrifice are not a matter which we may 
ignore and then remain with a tranquil conscience. Christi- 
anity is based on sacrifice, and it demands sacrifices from us. 
The evil caused by indecent pictures is a reality and it affects 
all. Conscience cannot be seared and hardened in the aver- 
age theater goer to the extent of making him immune from 
all moral harm, even when his senses, imagination, heart and 
whole being are engulfed in a series of indecent and suggestive 
scenes. What shall we say of the effects on a person un- 
familiar with such scenes and settings? The evil is general 
and certain, and the duty to try to correct it is also universal 
and certain. To this natural duty we must add the new 
obligation arising from the command of our spiritual guides 
to cooperate in the Apostolate of the Hierarchy. We are 
bound in conscience to withdraw our support from movie 
houses which are a source of scandal, and that is equivalent to 
saying that we must stay away from them and get others to 
stay away from them as long as those houses are a source 
of scandal. 

We cannot hope to reach the objective of this campaign 
without meeting with very great difficulties and obstacles. 
The producers are not going to sit idly twiddling their 
thumbs, when they see all around them the effects of the 
general uprising of decent people. It is known that they 
have created a war chest of about $2,000,000 to fight back 
their adversaries. Fearful as are the consequences of such an 
expenditure in the cause of evil, the enemy’s allies who, dis- 
guised as comrades, may be found in our own ranks, are far 
more to be feared. The poorly informed Catholics who 
ignore the very fundamental duties of all Christians; those 
who have not learned or have gladly forgotten that sacrifice 
and self-denial are essential to Christian life; those whose so- 
called social relations have warped their Catholic conscience 
and Catholic sense almost beyond recognition; the incon- 
stancy in well-doing which is almost universal in extent and 
life-long in duration; all these forces must be listed as be- 
longing to the enemy and working with him. Our enemy will 
not confine his activities to fair means. We can expect the 
same lack of conscience in the defense of the indecent movies, 
which is so evident in their production. 
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THE MOST REV. THOMAS FRANCIS LILLIS 
Bishop of Kansas City 


From the Pastoral Letter dated June 24, 1934. 


OTION pictures can be wholesome, innocent and ele- 
vating, if presented in accordance with the principles 
of true morality and sound education. At present, however, 
most of them are fraught with lurking dangers and instead 
of being agencies for good, many of them have been turned 
into instruments for the spreading of obscenity and impurity. 
Free-love, race suicide, sexual relations outside marriage, are 
openly discussed and defended. The sanctity of the home 
and the purity of women are treated as old-fashioned senti- 
mentalities. Sin is condoned; virtue is sneered at, and seduc- 
tion glorified. Gangsters and gunmen are applauded as 
heroes and their lawless and villainous acts portrayed. 
Because these motion pictures may be visited at almost 
any time of the day, especially in larger cities, without re- 
gard for conventionality, both old and young are crowding 
the theaters and cinema palaces to witness the most vulgar 
scenes. Day after day, even the little ones, with eyes aflame 
and trembling with excitement, stand in line, examining the 
lewd posters around the box office, and drop their coin to gain 
admission. Who will deny that many mothers consider the 
cinema as a solution of their afternoon and evening problem 
with their children, considering them safe when they are at 
the “movies”? Is it not a delusion? A massacre of the 
innocents? Let parents beware! Let them be mindful of 
the sacred text: “Woe to him through whom scandals come. 
It were better for him that a millstone were hanged about 
his neck, and he be cast into the sea, than that he should 
scandalize one of these little ones” (St. Luke xvii, 1, 2). 
Experience proves that the moral sense of children, unless 
properly guarded, will gradually grow benumbed of finer 
feelings. The delicate secrets and mysterious promptings of 
life will no longer exist for them, and in later years they 
will trace their downward course to the corrupting influence 
of the photoplay. In vain shall we erect schools and insti- 
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tutions of learning if the flood-gates of these turbid streams 
and cesspools of filth are not shut for the protection of our 
rising generation. 

No doubt the question will be asked: ‘Who is responsible 
for this moral depravity? Who are the culprits?” In an- 
swer we point our finger at the owners of the industry— 
the Motion Picture Producers and Distributors of America. 
They are too well known to merit special mention. We have 
been informed that about 90 per cent of the motion pictures 
in this country are produced at Hollywood, and that about 
35,000 persons are associated, directly or indirectly, with this 
industry. Not a dozen magnates actually control it, and 
their authority is practically final. These men engage the 
services of so-called “scenario writers,” most of whom have 
gained questionable fame or notoriety as authors of licen- 
tious and salacious sex-books. When openly accused and 
reprimanded, the owners and producers sneeringly reply: 
“We furnish what the public wants; we give our patrons what 
they crave.” The inevitable result of it all is, that under 
the management of such persons, with no regard for proper 
ethics, obscene productions will continue to be launched as 
long as dimes and quarters and half dollars will roll into 
their coffers. 

But what about the Motion Picture Code? Have not 
the Producers and Distributors recognized and accepted the 
fact that the public exhibition of motion pictures involves a 
moral question? Most certainly! On March 31, 1930, the 
Association of Motion Picture Producers, Inc., of Holly- 
wood, Cal., solemnly adopted the famous document or 
“Code,” that henceforth “no picture shall be produced which 
will lower the moral standards of those who see it—that cor- 
rect standards of life shall be presented on the screen—that 
law, natural or human, shall not be ridiculed, etc.” At the 
end of a year the heads of the motion picture companies 
again assembled in council and solemnly promised that they 
would not corrupt public morals, nor would attack those 
things upon which America has based its very existence. 
And what has been the result? With their signatures hardly 
dry, the signers promptly forgot about it and went back to 
violate the pledge, or code, they had signed. Yes, the code 
still stands as their pledge to decency and as an admission 
of their responsibility to the public. 
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THE MOST REV. ROBERT EMMET LUCEY 
Bishop of Amarillo ‘ 


From the Pastoral Letter dated July 31, 1934. 


T. PAUL the Apostle, in a letter to a fellow bishop, his 

. beloved Timothy, admonishes him to be a watchful 
shepherd and protector of his people in these grave words: 
“T charge thee . . . preach the word; be instant in season, 
out of season: reprove, entreat, rebuke in all patience and 
doctrine. . . . Be thou vigilant . . . fulfill thy ministry” 
(II Tim. iv, 1.). 

Always and everywhere the Hierarchy of the Ancient 
Church as successors of the Apostles appointed to rule the 
Church of God have been vigilant to preach the word in sea- 
son and out of season, to reprove, to entreat, and to rebuke. 
Theirs has been the obligation to see to it that the good seed, 
which is the Word of God, should grow in the field of human- 
ity unchoked by weeds of sin and error; theirs the solemn 
duty to guard the flock of Christ lest wolves steal in to snatch 
and scatter the sheep. 

Like sentinels in the watch-towers, the Hierarchy of the 
Church in America are today sounding a note of warning and 
alarm. Something has entered into the life of America which 
is subversive of morality and good citizenship—the moving 
picture which should be a force for good in recreation and edu- 
cation has been prostituted to serve the end of crime, sex 
immorality, and social degradation. 

As we consider the screen productions of the past two 
years we find that the purveyors of sin and filth in this in- 
dustry have become bolder and more shameless. The 
Hierarchy of the Church have decided to accept their chal- 
lenge, and now call upon the intelligence and moral senses 
of citizens everywhere decisively to stop the traffic in the 
lewd, the stupid, and the morbid. Millions of our people, 
both children and adults, seeking wholesome recreation and 
entertainment in moving picture houses have been offered 
photoplays that reflect the low and sordid lives of hoodlums, 
ruffians, and gangsters. 

More subtle, however, and therefore more devastating to 
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private and public morality, has been the other type of pro- 
duction wherein people of obvious wealth and social prestige 
have by word and act flouted with impunity the laws of God 
and mar, debauching virtue, parading openly their shame- 
less vices, practising and provoking marriage infidelity, spew- 
ing and spawning their slime across the world. 

It were bad enough if only America had to endure this 
sort of thing, but our productions have gone literally to the 
ends of the earth. Is it any wonder that Christians in Europe 
and pagans in Asia think that divorce, fornication and adul- 
tery, murder, torture and unspeakable crimes are the normal 
incidents of American life? 

Why are degrading moving pictures produced? There is 
only one answer—for money. Production companies have 
pandered to the lowest tastes of fallen human nature for 
profit. It has made no difference to them that youth and 
adolescence have been befouled; they wanted gold and they 
got it. 

And what of the actors and actresses who make possible 
these vicious screen productions, and whose photographs are 
often seen on the walls of Christian homes where the crucifix 
and the Madonna might better be found? Inasmuch as they 
contribute to the sins of others, they are guilty of sin. Their 
lives are known in Hollywood. The characters of not a few 
are notorious. Some are at best progressive polygamists, and 
other are inane and stupid. They live in a world of un- 
realities. 

The Hierarchy of the Church in America are calling upon 
our people to refuse to patronize unwholesome moving pic- 
tures. We do not say that all photoplays are bad, nor that 
all moving picture actors are to be condemned; we simply 
declare that many screen plays today reflect the ethics of the 
brothel and the barnyard, and our people must in conscience 
avoid contamination thereby... . 

Millions of our fellow Catholics and many non-Catholics 
have joined this crusade to stamp out the degrading motion 
picture. The moral indignaton of an aroused people has 
risen up as never before to crush by concerted action these in- 
sidious forces of evil. A little group of wilful men have be- 
trayed our citizens for gold. Only when it shall have become 
unprofitable will they cease to befoul the mind and heart of 
America. 
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THE MOST REV. HENRY P. ROHLMAN 
Bishop of Davenport 


From the Pastoral Letter dated June 27, 1934. 


ORALITY, therefore is not the enemy of joy, but its 
ally. Goodness and gaiety go hand in hand. Some of 
you may shake your heads at that, because you are remem- 
bering some of the so-called good persons you have known— 
pious frauds, or sour and sanctimonious bores. But I am not 
speaking of them. Genuinely good persons—like the Saints 
—are about the happiest people in the world. They have a 
serene, hopeful outlook on life; they possess a contentment 
of soul which enables them to bear even a hard life cheer- 
fully. In a word, you and I can be good, in the right sense, 
and still—and therefore—have a very good time. 

I have said this much because I want you to be thor- 
oughly convinced that the Catholic Church is no kill-joy, nor 
dour-faced Puritanic reformer. She has never begrudged 
mankind its mirth and laughter. She has always been sane 
and reasonable toward decent pleasures and amusements. 
Consequently, whenever she asks or warns you to abate or 
forego any diversion, she does so from no desire to spoil what 
little fun you get out of life. She does it only out of a loving 
anxiety to spare you unhappiness and sorrow, and to safe- 
guard the precious immortal part of you that Christ paid for 
on the Cross. 

I.agree with you entirely that the motion picture can be 
a delightful and splendid form of entertainment. Unfortu- 
nately, it has in a large measure become anything but that. 
For while its technique has been striding toward perfection, 
its morals have been going to rot. One-fourth of all the 
pictures produced is thoroughly bad. A substantial part of 
the rest is doubtful. So that, every week between twenty- 
five and fifty million American men, women and children 
attend performances that run the gamut from delicate vile- 
ness to sheer rottenness. There are sneaking innuendoes or 
open sneers at virtue in women and honor in men. There 
are traversties of justice and caricatures on religion. Crim- 





340 PASTORALS AND STATEMENTS 





inals and gangsters are glorified into models of clever and 
daring resourcefulness. Rakes and prostitutes, touched by 
the magic wand of the cinema, are transformed into heroes 
and heroines. Vice is represented as smart and attractive; 
goodness is made to look stupid and dull. Sensuality is either 
slyly draped in thin disguise, or else allowed to stalk naked 
and unblushing into scenes of coarse lewdness and gross 
animal passion. 

Can men and women constantly see and hear such things 
without being profoundly influenced in their thoughts and 
feeling and points of view? If you know human nature, you 
know the answer. Even normal adult men and women 
cannot be habitually steeped in an atmosphere of smut and 
vice without being contaminated. And if that happens to 
adults, what must be happening to our youth and to our 
movie-made children? Something much more pitiful! 
Robbed in their tender years of the best of their illusions, 
blunted in their sensibilities, pathetic in their premature 
awareness of the ugly side of life, these boys and girls are 
developing into case-hardened young cynics. 

Beginning thus at the source, the “movies” are corrupt- 
ing the stream of American thought and feeling. With its 
vomit of filth, Hollywood is blighting the wholesomeness of 
American life and character. Ruthless and blind, it is rap- 
idly tearing down what our faith and idealism have been 
building up through the long patience of many years. 

And who is to blame for the situation? First the pro- 
ducers who in their greed for money are pandering to human 
weakness and depravity. Second, the pagan degenerates 
who are Hollywood’s source of supply for plays and plots. 
Lastly and chiefly, the general public. For, obviously, no 
amount of protest against improper pictures can ever do any 
good so long as the protesting public itself continues to buy 
tickets to those same pictures. The only sure way to stop 
theatrical indecency is to starve it out. If you don’t want 
filth, then refuse to pay for it. Talk to the producers in the 
only language they seem capable of understanding—the lan- 
guage of the box office. If we Catholics all over the country 
boycott evil films, the motion picture can be made safe for 
America. I beg you most earnestly, therefore, to add your 
voice to the tremendous ultimatum we are serving on Holly- 
wood, to clean house or go out of business. 
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